SESSION 2

2.1 CAPS SUBJECT POLICIES

2.1 CAPS SUBJECT POLICIES
• The second set of policy documents which forms part of
the National Curriculum Statement is the CAPS subject
policies.
• Revisions have already been made to the CAPS policies
with the addition of subjects to the programme:

– South African Sign Language
– Specialisation in Technology subjects

2.1 CAPS SUBJECT POLICIES
• CAPS 2
– Revision of Technology subjects:
• Civil Technology
• Electrical Technology
• Mechanical Technology
– Introduction of 2 new Technology subjects:
• Technical Science
• Technical Mathematics
– The current debate on Mathematics and Mathematical literacy
• Inclusion of Mathematics Paper 3 in the current curriculum

2.1 CAPS SUBJECT POLICIES
• Various amendments are proposed to the CAPS Subject
Policies
– CAPS SUBJECT POLICY DOCUMENTS:
• S4 (2013) – Editorial and Layout changes
• S5 (2013) – Life Sciences
• S6 (2013) – Tourism
• S7 (2013) – Business Studies
• S11 (2013) – Editorial and Layout Changes
• S9 (2014) – Work plans Consumer Studies, Hospitality Studies, Tourism Gr 12
• 2014 – African Languages Errata
– Changes to IT and CAT
• Repeal of proposed amendments to IT and CAT
– Natural Sciences CAPS document (Grades 7-9). A task team has been appointed to
review the amendments which were made to the document

2.2 LAYOUT AND STRUCTURE OF CAPS DOCUMENTS
SECTION

2:

OVERVIEW OF PHASE
CONTENT,
METHODOLOGY,
ASSESSMENT,
RESOURCES
(Content, concepts and
skills to be taught,
time allocation,
resources)

SECTION 1:
GENERIC POLICY
(Guidelines on how to
use the document)

SECTION 4:
ASSESSMENT

SECTION 3:
CURRICULUM
CONTENT PER
GRADE

(Requirements for the
formal assessment
activities and
suggested informal)
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2.2 LAYOUT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CAPS
DOCUMENTS
All CAPS documents are structured on the same
principle:
• Section 1: Generic policy
This provides the policy documents which constitutes the NCS, the governing
principles as well as information such as the envisaged learners.

• Section 2: Overview of phase content
This provides the rationale for the subject, teaching methodologies specific to the
subject as well as the progression from content from phase to phase.

• Section 3: Curriculum content per grade
This stipulates the content which should be covered per term, as well as different
strategies recommended to teach specific content.

• Section 4: Assessment
Assessment programmes for each grade is indicated. In some documents
assessment methodology is prescribed.

2.2 LAYOUT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CAPS DOCUMENTS

RNCS

CAPS

Learning programmes Subjects
Learning outcomes

Content Area

Assessment standards Topics
Learning programmes Phase overview
Work schedule

Grade overview

2.2 LAYOUT AND STRUCTURE OF THE CAPS DOCUMENTS

• Three levels of planning are provided in the CAPS
documents:
• Phase Overview
• Grade overview
• Assessment programme.
• The only level of planning to be provided by the
teacher is the Lesson Plan.
Lesson plans are the prerogative of the teacher and district and provincial
prescriptiveness is seriously condemned. A lesson plan is based on a Topic
and is not necessarily a day / week planner.

2.2 PURPOSE OF CAPS SUBJECT DOCUMENTS
The purpose of the NCS Grades R - 12 is to:
▪ equip learners, with the knowledge, skills and values necessary for
self-fulfilment, and meaningful participation in society as citizens
of a free country;
▪ provide access to higher education;
▪ facilitate the transition of learners from education institutions to
the workplace; and
▪ providing employers with a sufficient profile
of a learner’s competences.

GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What role should learner assessment play in
curriculum management?
2. List some of the recent concerns within learner
assessment.

2.3 NATIONAL PROTOCOL FOR ASSESSMENT

2.3 NATIONAL PROTOCOL FOR ASSESSMENT
The next document which constitutes the National Curriculum Statement is
the National Protocol for Assessment. This document was promulgated in
Government Gazette No 36042 (28 December 2013).
• The policy standardises the recording and reporting processes.
• The policy provides a policy framework for:
• the management of school assessment,
• school assessment records and
• basic requirements for learner profiles,
• teacher files,
• report cards,
• record sheets and
• schedules for Grades 1-12
• The policy focusses on assessment policy for both
• Internal assessment comprising School-Based Assessment and Practical
Assessment Tasks and
• End-of-year examinations

2.3.1 ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING PER GRADE
Grades

School-Based
Assessment
% Weighting

Final Examination
% Weighting

R - 3

100%

-

4 - 6

75%

25%

7 - 9

40%

60%

10 – 12

25%

75%

2.3.1 ASSESSMENT WEIGHTING PER GRADE (CONT)
• All assessment is internal and school-based
• The only exception is the National Senior Certificate in Gr 12.
• School-Based assessment is a compulsory component of the
promotion marks.
• EXCEPTION:
• Grade 10 and 11 Life Orientation where the SBA component
will comprise 100% of the total mark. SBA will be externally
moderated.
• Grade 12 Life Orientation where SBA will be 100% of the total
mark, based on internal assessment (externally moderated) as
well as a Common Assessment Task
(externally set and
moderated)
• With the increased emphasis on the final examination
at the end of the year internal moderation plays a
key role.

2.3.2 ASSESSMENT OF THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM
STATEMENT
The policy indicates that assessment is a continuously
planned process of
• Collecting
• Analysing and
• Interpreting information about the performance of
learners, using various forms of assessment.

Types of Assessment:
• Assessment should be both formal and informal.
• Feedback should be provided to learners after assessment
to enhance the learning experience.

2.3.4 TYPES OF ASSESSMENT
The policy document refers to two types of assessment
within the NCS which focuses on providing feedback to
learners through collection of adequate evidence of
achievement by using various forms of assessment.

Formal

Informal

2.3.4 FORMAL AND INFORMAL ASSESSMENT
ASSESSMENT

Informal

Formal

Daily Assessment
(Assessment FOR learning)

Programme of Assessment
(Assessment OF learning)

Not required to record
Used to improve learning

Recorded
Used for promotion /
Certification

2.3.4.1 INFORMAL ASSESSMENT
Assessment for learning
• Informal assessment is the monitoring and enhancing of
learners’ progress and is done through teacher observation
and teacher-learner interaction.
• Informal assessment builds towards formal assessment.
• Teachers are not required to record performance in
informal or daily assessment tasks.

2.3.4.2 FORMAL ASSESSMENT
Assessment of learning
• Provides teachers with a systematic way of evaluating how
well learners are progressing in a particular subject in a
grade.
• Formal assessment comprises assessment by means of
assessment tasks performed by the learners
• Formal assessment programmes are provided in the CAPS
subject documents. These should be considered the
minimum outcomes to be assessed.
• Formal assessment tasks are recorded for reporting
purposes.

2.3.4.2 FORMAL ASSESSMENT
• Composition of formal assessment:
– School-Based Assessment
– Practical Assessment Task (where applicable)
– The Practical Assessment Task mark must count 25% of
the end of year examination mark.
(SBA and PAT allow for the assessment of skills that cannot
be assessed in a written format.)
– Final End-of-year examination

2.3.4.3 FORMAL ASSESSMENT TASK
FORM

INSTRUMENT

Oral
Demonstration
Written: essay,
assignment, question /
answers

Observation, check list,
rubric
Observation, check list,
rubric
Rubric, worksheet

Test, examination

Question paper and
memorandum

Project/investigation

Rubrics

GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. What activities could be considered as external
assessment?
2. Do you consider the Annual National Assessment
as part of the external assessment?
3. Should the ANA results be considered as part of a
learner’s promotion requirement?
4. Motivate your point of view.

2.3.5 EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
External assessment refers to any assessment
activity, instrument or programme where the
design, development and implementation has
been initiated, directed and, coordinated by
Provincial Education Departments and the
Department of Basic Education either
collectively or individually.

2.3.5 EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT
Examples of various types of external assessments:
District or Provincial Assessment:
• Common tasks, (i.e. Common tasks in Life Orientation especially for
Grades 10 and 11)
• Common tests, (i.e. Provincial Annual Assessments conducted annually
or quarterly, GPLMS or Litnum tests)
• Common examinations

National Examinations:
• Annual National Assessments
• National Senior Certificate Examinations

International Assessments:
• Trends in International Mathematics and Science Studies (TIMMS)
• Progress in International Reading Literacy Studies (PIRLS)
• Southern and Eastern Africa Consortium for Monitoring Education
Quality (SACMEQ)

GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. How should the recording process of the
school be planned?
2. Which recording process should be planned?
3. What role should SA-SAMS play in reporting
processes?

2.3.6 RECORDING AND REPORTING
• Recording is a process in which the teacher documents the
level of a learners performance.
• Recording of learner performance is against the assessment
tasks completed
• Promotion of a learner is based on the composite marks
obtained in all four terms.
• Reporting is a process of communicating
learner
performance to learners, parents, schools and the other
stakeholders.
• Schools are required to provide feedback to parents on the
programme of assessment using a formal reporting tool
such as a report card.

2.3.6 RECORDING AND REPORTING
According to the National policy pertaining to the programme
and promotion requirements:
• Grade R to 3

Teachers must record and report learners’
performance in terms of the achievement
descriptors.

2.3.6 RECORDING AND REPORTING
According to the National policy pertaining to the programme
and promotion requirements:
• Grade 4 to 9
• Teachers must record learners’ results in marks and report them
as percentages.
• The percentage obtained will determine which rating code will
be allocated.
• Grade 10 to 12
• Teachers or examiners must record learners’ results in marks and
report them as percentages.
• The percentage obtained will determine which rating code on
the scale of achievement will be allocated to learners.

GROUP DISCUSSION TOPICS
1. List information which should be included in
Learner Profiles.

2.3.7 MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
RECORDS
The National Protocol on assessment indicates that the
following documents should form part of the assessment
practices:
• RECORD SHEETS
• REPORT CARDS
• SCHEDULES
• LEARNER PROFILES
The management, maintenance and the safety of the learner
profiles, schedules and report cards is the responsibility of the
SMT.

2.3.7 MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
RECORDS
LEARNER PROFILE
A Learner Profile is a continuous record of information that
gives a holistic impression of a learner and a learner’s
progress and performance. It assists the teacher in the next
grade or school to understand the learner better and
therefore to respond appropriately to the learner.

2.3.7 MANAGEMENT OF SCHOOL ASSESSMENT
RECORDS
LEARNER PROFILE
The pre-printed files/folders should be designed such that a
Learner Profile includes the following information (See an
example of a profile in Annexure D):
(a) personal information;
(b) medical history;
(c) schools attended and record of attendance;
(d) participation and achievements in extra-curricular
activities;
(e) areas needing additional support; and
(f) learner performance.

